iini: 

'.••«.  lJBr.rvt:  .’•  C-'V 


CHESTERFIELD 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year 
1949 

BY 


JOHN  REID  GRAHAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


CHESTERFIELD 
RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Medical  Officer  of  Health 
for  the  year 
1949 

BY 


JOHN  REID  GRAHAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


2 


Index 

Page 

Rural  District  Councillors,  December,  1949  . . . . . . 3 

Public  Health  Staff. . ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  4 

Report  . . . . . . . . . . ^ . . . . . 5 

Statistics  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Social  conditions  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Inhabited  Houses  and  Caravans  . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Approximate  Population  in  the  Parishes  . . . . . . 9 

Housing — - 

General  . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Statistics  . . . . . . . . . . ..11 

Water  supplies  . . . . . . . . . . . . 13 

Drainage  & Sewerage  . . . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area — 

Closet  Accommodation  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Privy  conversions  . . . . . . . . . . 14 

Inspection  of  Foodstuffs  . . . . . . . . . . 15 

Infectious  Diseases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 

Diphtheria  Immunisations.  . . . . . . . . . 18 

Treatment  Centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

National  Assistance  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 23 

Rats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act  . . . . . . . . 27 

TABLES 

Infectious  Diseases  and  Tuberculosis  Return  . . . . . . 17 

Treatment  Centre  . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 

Birth,  Death  Rates  and  Infant  Mortality  for  last  10  years  . . 20 

Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates  & Analysis  of  Mortality  during  1949  21 
Sanitary  Administration  . . . . . . . . . . . . 24 

Factories  Act,  1937  . . . . . . . . . . . . 26 


3 


RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCILLORS 
31st  December,  1949 


ASHOYER 
BARLOW 
BEIGHTON  : 

Beighton  & Hackenthorpe 
Ward 

Frechevillc  Ward  . . 

BRACKENFIELD 
BRAMPTON 
BRIMINGTON 

CALOW 

ECKINGTON  : 

Eckington  Ward 
Gleadless  Ward 
Mosborough  Ward  . . 
Renishaw  Ward 
Ridgeway  Ward 
HASLAND 

HEATH  

HOLMESFIELD 
KILLAMARSH  .. 

MORTON 

NORTH  WINGFIELD.. 
PILSLEY 

SHIRLAND  & HIGHAM  : 
Shirland  & Higham  Wa 
Stonebroom  Ward  . . 
STRETTON 
SUTTON-CUM- 

DUCKMANTON 
TEMPLE  NORM ANTON 

TUPTON  

UNSTONE 

WALTON 

WESSINGTON 
WINGERWORTH 


. . Haslam,  T.  P. 

. .Needham,  William. 


. . Ballance,  F. 

Finney,  L. 

. .Maw,  H.  A. 

Taylor,  W.  H. 

. .Turbutt,  R.  B.  Col.,  J.P. 

. . Riggott,  G.  A. 

. . Everett,  W. 

Homer,  W. 

. . Lamb,  T.  A. 

. .Kay,  H. 

. . Cruise,  T.  P. 

. .Woodward,  H. 

. .Twigger,  S.  T. 

. .Hallworth,  T.  H.,  M.C.,  D.S.Sc., 
. . Hargreaves,  A. 

Sales,  W. 

. .Parsons,  A. 

. .Eyre,  R.  H. 

. .Hall,  M. 

Marshall,  H. 

. . Richards,  A.  E. 

. .Gascoyne,  P. 

Smith,  C.  F. 

. .Hall,  C.S. 

Watkinson,  F. 

. . Fellows,  W.  E. 

. . Hoggard,  W. 

. . Rosling,  A.  V. 

. .Hicklin,  H. 

. .Sales,  S.,  J.P. 

. .Outram,  W.,  J.P. 

. .Birds,  J. 

. . Colledge,  W. 

. .Hill,  E.,  Mrs.,  J.P. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Chairman,  Sanitary  Committee  : 

H.  MARSHALL,  Esq. 

Chairman,  Housing  and  Property  Committee  : 

S.  SALES,  Esq.,  J.P. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

JOHN  R.  GRAHAM,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  (St.  And.),  D.P.H.  (St.  And.). 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

T.  W.  BINNS,  F.S.I.A.,  Cert.  Meat  Inspector. 

Senior  District  Sanitary  Inspector  : 

W.  E.  BOLTON,  Cert.  S.I.,  Meat  Inspector. 

Sanitary  Inspectors  : 

G.  KEAVENY,  Cert.  S.I.  Meat  Inspector. 

W.  WOODWARD,  Cert.  S.I.,  Meat  Inspector. 

N.  SMITH,  Cert.  S.I.,  Meat  Inspector. 

(Resigned  November,  1949). 

W.  A.  WELLS,  Cert.  S.I.,  Meat  Inspector. 

E.  C.  GOULD,  Cert.  S.I.,  Meat  Inspector 

(Resigned  November,  1949). 

R.  GOUCHER,  Cert.  S.I. 

Chief  Clerk  : 

G.  F.  WILKS,  M.B.E. 

Clerks  : 

L.  SILCOCK. 

S.  CAPE.  Appointed  March,  1949. 

D.  FREEMAN.  Resigned  February,  1949. 

Miss  L.  MORTON. 

Miss  M.  THICKETT. 

Miss  J.  SCARLE. 

Miss  E.  STEVENSON.  Appointed  January,  1949. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Hill  and  Gentlemen, 

In  my  Annual  Report  for  1948  I mentioned  that  various 
“teething  troubles”  were  to  be  expected  in  the  early  stages  of 
working  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  certain  troubles 
have  been  experienced  more  particularly  with  regard  to  infectious 
diseases  which  are  reported  in  the  appropriate  section. 

The  vital  statistics  show  a slight  deterioration  compared 
with  1948.  Birth  rates  have  fallen  ; the  infantile  death  rate  has 
increased. 

There  have  been,  however,  no  deaths  from  the  ordinary 
infectious  diseases  ; the  deaths  from  Tuberculosis  have  dropped 
from  31  to  13. 

Several  schemes  for  the  improvement  of  the  sanitary  con- 
ditions in  the  district  have  been  approved  in  principle  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health,  but  as  yet  no  permission  has  been  received 
to  commence.  I refer  particularly  to  the  Wingerworth  and  Hasland 
Sewage  Scheme  and  the  scheme  to  supply  piped  water  in  parts 
of  Brampton  and  Walton. 

Again  I take  this  opportunity  of  thanking  my  colleagues 
who  have  helped  by  giving  certain  figures  and  information  used 
in  compiling  the  report. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Health  Offices, 

Rural  Council  House, 
Chesterfield. 


JOHN  R.  GRAHAM, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS. 


Area  of  District  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  69,139  acres 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Figure) 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  and  Caravans  in  the 
District 

Rateable  Value 

Estimated  product  of  Penny  Rate  for  year  ending 
31st  March,  1950 


LIVE  BIRTHS  : 

M. 

F. 

Total 

663 

668 

Legitimate 

632 

639 

Illegitimate  . . 

31 

29 

STILL  BIRTHS  : 

Total 

14 

10 

Legitimate 

14 

9 

Illegitimate 

— 

1 

DEATHS  OF  INFANTS  UNDER  1 

YEAR  OF 
M. 

AGE  : 
F. 

Total 

36 

20 

Legitimate 

34 

19 

Illegitimate  . . 

2 

1 

Birth  Rate,  17.65  per  1,000  civilian  population. 
Infantile  Mortality  Rate  : 

Total  . .42.07  per  1,000  live  births. 
Legitimate  41.69  per  1,000  legitimate  births. 
Illegitimate  50.00  per  1,000  illegitimate  births. 


Death  Rate  per  1,000  living  . . . . . . 10.0 

Maternal  Mortality  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  ..  nil 

Deaths  from  Measles,  all  ages  . . . . . . nil. 

Whooping  Cough,  all  ages  . . . . nil. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  . . . . 3 


75,380 

21,392 

£291,925 

£1.110 
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Social  Conditions. 


In  course  of  the  duties  concerned  with  the  administration 
of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  Sec.  47,  it  has  made  it  more 
evident  than  ever  that  the  care  of  the  aged  and  chronic  sick  is 
rapidly  becoming  an  urgent  and  difficult  problem.  This  is  due 
to  a number  of  factors,  the  main  ones  being  that 

(a)  the  numbers  of  aged  in  the  population  is  increasing  yearly, 

(b)  the  housing  shortage  makes  it  often  difficult  for  the 
younger  end  to  take  care  of  aged  relatives. 

In  one  or  two  instances  a relative  has  been  faced  with  the 
choice  of  allowing  an  aged  mother  to  enter  an  institution  or  re- 
quiring a married  daughter  with  children  to  seek  lodgings. 

The  ideal  is,  of  course,  that  the  aged  persons  should  have 
a place  of  their  own,  but  unfortunately  there  frequently  comes 
a phase  in  their  lives  whereby  they  are  unable  to  look  after  them- 
selves unaided. 

It  has  been  asserted  in  some  quarters  that  the  younger  gener- 
ation have  been  shirking  their  duties  and  taking  no  responsibility 
in  helping  elderly  relatives.  While  this  may  be  true  in  some  in- 
stances, in  others  the  difficulties  in  dealing  with  awkward  elderly 
relatives  (and  some  can  be  very  awkward)  tends  to  disrupt  the 
harmony  of  family  life  and  break  up  a home. 

One  case  dealt  with  under  Sec.  47  of  the  Act  is  typical.  An 
elderly  woman  who  was  senile  mentally  went  to  stay  with  a son 
who  was  a widower  with  a grown  up  family.  The  old  lady  had 
such  objectionable  and  dirty  habits  that  the  older  boys  threatened 
to  leave  home  if  the  old  lady  remained  in  the  house. 

While  the  majority  of  the  elderly  folk  can  well  remain  at 
home  and  in  fact  should  be  kept  as  long  as  possible  in  their  own 
homes,  some  assistance  is  required  for  many  of  them  in  doing 
shopping,  etc.  Another  factor  is  loneliness  ; elderly  folk  living 
alone  can  manage  fairly  well  the  small  round  of  domestic  tasks 
but  feel  very  lonely  and  in  consequence  are  apt  to  become  very 
depressed. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  in  the  future  the  setting  up  of  some 
organisation  for  the  care  of  old  folk  in  their  own  homes  will  be 
set  up,  thus  fulfilling  a twofold  purpose.  First  allowing  the  old  folk 
to  remain  at  home  and  in  comfort,  and  secondly  relieving  the 
pressure  on  beds  in  chronic  sick  wards  and  homes  for  the  aged. 
(At  the  time  of  writing,  such  an  organisation  is  in  process  of  forma- 
tion in  the  R.D.C.). 

No  new  industries  have  come  into  the  district  in  the  year 
under  review.  There  is  practically  no  unemployment,  and  in  fact 
the  coal  mining  industry  could  probably  absorb  more  labour. 

The  housing  conditions  and  allied  problems  are  dealt  with 
elsewhere  in  the  report. 
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CHESTERFIELD  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


INHABITED  HOUSES  AND  CARAVANS. 
31st  March,  1950. 


No.  of  Inhabited 

Number  on  Number  on 

Parish 

Houses  and 

Water  Supply  Water  Supply 
N.E.D.J.W.C.  C.  & B.W.B'd. 

Caravans 

Ashover 

638 

259 

Barlow 

274 

234 

Beighton 

. . 3399 

3367 

Brackenfield 

72 

43 

Brampton 

. . 290 

154 

Brimington 

. . 1762 

1768 

Calow 

465 

409 

Eckington 

. . 4130 

3867* 

Hasland 

. . 1026 

1048 

Heath 

. . 407 

405 

Holmesfield 

343 

273 

Killamarsh 

. . 1310 

1300 

Morton 

. . 352 

341 

North  Wingfield 

. . 1753 

1752 

Pilsley 

764 

755 

Shirland  & Higham 

..  1191 

1156 

Stretton 

185 

168 

Sutton-cum-Duckmanton  433 

165  192 

Temple  Normanton 

170 

169 

Tupton 

616 

610 

Unstone 

603 

597 

Walton 

567 

530 

Wessington 

. . 203 

172 

Wingerworth 

. . 439 

298  52 

* Part  of  Parish  supplied  by  the  mains  of  Sheffield  Corporation. 

The  numbers  given  for  Chesterfield  & Bolsover  Water  Board  include 
all  premises,  not  only  houses. 
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APPROXIMATE  POPULATION  IN  THE  PARISHES. 


Ashover  . . . . . . . . . . 2,233 

Barlow  . . . . . . . . . . 959 

Brighton  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  11,897 

Brackenfield  . . . . . . . . 252 

Brampton  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,015 

Brimington  . . . . . . . . 6,167 

Calow  1,627 

Eckington  ..  ..  ..  ..  14,105 

Hasland  . . . . . . . . . . 3,591 

Heath  . . . . . . . . . . 1,424 

Hohnesfield  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,201 

Killamarsh  . . . . . . . . 4,585 

Morton  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,232 

North  Wingfield  ..  ..  ..  6,136 

Pilsley 2,674 

Shirland  and  Highani  ..  ..  ..  4,168 

Stretton  . . . . . . . . . . 648 

Sutton-cum-Duckmanton  ..  ..  1,515 

Temple  Normanton  . . . . . . 595 

Tupton  . . . . . . . . . . 2,156 

Unstone  . . . . . . . . . . 2,1 10 

Walton..  1,985 

Wessington  ..  ..  ..  ..  711 

Wingerworth  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,536 
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Housing. 


The  housing  position,  while  improved  in  some  ways,  is  not 
in  reality  any  easier.  As  1 reported  last  year,  Stonebroom  Blocks, 
probably  the  largest  aggregation  of  bad  property,  has  been  dealt 
with. 

There  remains,  however,  some  smaller  areas  in  which  conditions 
are  equally  as  bad,  if  not  worse,  than  prevailed  at  Stonebroom. 
Unfortunately  there  is  no  doubt  that  in  some  cases  the  tenants 
themselves  have  contributed  in  many  ways  to  the  conditions. 
The  type  of  tenants  referred  to  are  sometimes  known  as  the 
“ problem  ” families. 

One  knows  that  if  given  a new  house  no  care  will  be  taken 
of  it  and  soon  damage,  dirt  and  disorder  will  be  the  main  features 
of  the  home. 

The  Councillors  are  proud  of  the  new  estates  being  built  in 
the  district  and  have  been  reluctant  to  grant  tenancies  to  families 
that  will  not  only  damage  the  house  but  also  inevitably  tend  to 
lower  the  standards  on  the  estate. 

The  hard  fact  remains,  however,  that  if  progress  is  to  be  made 
and  living  conditions  made  better,  especially  for  the  children,  the 
"problem”  families  must  be  given  better  conditions. 

In  dealing  with  such  families  it  should  be  borne  in  mind  that 
such  families  are  not  normal,  therefore,  ordinary  standards  do  not 
apply  and  special  means  must  be  adopted  to  deal  with  them. 

Some  have  advocated  putting  such  families  into  older  types 
of  houses  not  possessing  modern  amenities.  This  I do  not  agree 
with  as  I consider  that  the  housewife  of  the  "problem”  family 
should  have  the  task  of  keeping  the  house  and  her  family  clean 
made  as  easy  as  possible  as  a first  step  towards  rehabilitation,  and 
to  that  end  should  have  in  her  house  an  ample  supply  of  hot  water, 
bath  and  adequate  facilities  for  washing.  Only  with  such  aids 
can  it  be  hoped  that  she  and  her  husband  will  make  an  effort  to 
improve. 

Any  improvement  is  bound  to  be  gradual,  and  in  the  meantime 
if  old  habits  are  retained  for  any  length  of  time  the  house  will  suffer 
severely.  In  order  to  avoid  damage  as  much  as  possible  special 
houses  should  be  built  for  the  " problem  ” families  with  what 
one  might  term  a damage  proof  interior. 

Regular  supervision  is  also  necessary.  If  such  families  im- 
prove and  are  in  fact  rehabilitated,  then  they  could  be  transferred 
to  one  of  the  ordinary  council  houses. 


Whether  to  segregate  such  houses  in  small  areas  or  incorporate 
them  in  the  ordinary  housing  estate  is,  1 think,  a debatable  point. 

The  children  (there  are  usually  quite  a number)  in  such  families 
are  undisciplined  and  seeing  damage  done  with  impunity  in  their 
own  home  are  apt  to  be  careless  with  other  people’s  property.  The 
parents  also  are  apt  to  be  undesirable  neighbours  and  are  often  a 
source  of  annoyance  in  an  estate. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  has  been  maintained  by  some,  that 
good  neighbours  can  often  set  an  example  which  these  people 
try  to  follow  and  the  rehabilitation  process  is  hastened. 

A recent  survey  of  a very  large  housing  estate  of  which  only 
abridged  reports  are  as  yet  available,  indicate  that  this  assumption 
is  wrong  and  that  if  there  is  a proportion  of  “problem”  families 
and  undesirable  tenants  on  an  estate  they  tend  to  lower  the  whole 
atmosphere  and  reduce  the  standards  of  the  better  type  tenant. 

In  the  year  under  review  the  Council  completed  221  houses, 
and  in  addition  32  houses  were  completed  by  private  enterprise 
under  licences. 


HOUSING. 

1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year  1949  : — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  . . . . . . . . 2238 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose.  . 2238 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . . . . . . 1321 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1321 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a state 
so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  ..  ..  ..  ..  491 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 830 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit- 
in  consecjuence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  . . . . . . . . 235 
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3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year  : — 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of 
the  Housing  Act.  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal 
notices 

(a)  By  owners 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
Owners 

(b)  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  de- 
fects to  be  remedied  . . . . . . 92 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 
formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  Owners  . . . . . . . . 62 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

Owners  . . . . . . . . — 

(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . 19 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Order  ..  14 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  . . . . . . 3 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 
ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement 
or  room  having  been  rendered  fit . . 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 


end  of  the  year  . . . . . . . . 190 

(2)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . 1904 

(3)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ..  271 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year.  . . . , . . . 7 
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(c)  (1)  Number  of  eases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  . . . . . . l() 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  . . . . . . . . . . 78 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  to  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  . . . . . . — 

5.  Number  of  houses  demolished  in  Clearance  Areas  1949. . 37 


OVERCROWDING. 

BEDROOM  STANDARD. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  . . . . . . . . 1386 

(2)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  . . 8435 

(3)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  . . 1961 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  . . . . . . 3 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 

lieved during  the  year  . . . . . . 61 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such 

cases  . . . . . . . . . . 396 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling 

houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  to  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  . . . . . . — 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  supplies  throughout  the  year  have  been  satisfactory  in 
quantity  and  quality. 

Samples  are  taken  as  a routine  measure.  The  water  under- 
takings, i.e.,  the  North-East  Derbyshire  Joint  Water  Committee 
and  the  Chesterfield  and  Bolsover  Water  Board,  usually  take  the 
samples  at  the  source  while  the  Health  Department  take  samples 
at  the  point  of  distribution  to  the  consumer.  In  addition,  the 
Department  take  samples  from  private  supplies. 

No  major  undertakings  have  been  carried  out  during  the 
year.  The  plan  for  supplying  rural  parts  of  Brampton  and  Walton 
Parishes  has  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  subject  to 
certain  alterations,  but  no  start  has  been  made  so  far. 

In  fact  the  water  position  may  be  summed  up  by  saying  that 
many  projects  are  on  the  drawing  board,  some  off  it,  but  none 
have  yet  become  a reality. 
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NORTH-EAST  DERBYSHIRE  JOINT  WATER  COMMITTEE 
BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  WATER 
SUPPLIES,  1949. 

Satis-  Unsatis- 

factory. factory.  Dubious.  Suspicious.  Total. 

243"  49  6 8 306 

Sewage,  Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

No  major  works  have  been  carried  out  during  the  year, 
but  steady  progress  has  been  made  with  conversion  of  privies 
to  the  water  carriage  system. 

It  was  hoped  that  a start  would  be  made  during  the  year 
with  the  large  Wingerworth  and  Hasland  scheme,  but  so  far  the 
Ministry  of  Health  have  not  given  the  permission  to  begin. 

PETROLEUM  ACTS. 

Eight  new  petroleum  stores  have  been  constructed  during  the 
year  making  a total  of  128  separate  stores.  These  have  a total 
capacity  of  207,  244  gallons.  There  are  five  calcium  of  carbide 
stores  with  a licensed  capacity  of  3038  lbs. 

The  stores  have  been  inspected  and  found  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Acts. 

Licence  fees  amounted  to  £89/7/6d. 

VERMINOUS  PREMISES. 

During  the  year  104  dwelling  houses  have  been  treated  as 
compared  with  54  during  the  previous  year. 


PRIVY  CONVERSIONS. 

491  pail  and  privy  conversions  were  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

No.  in  use  at  end  of 
1949 

Water  Closets  . . . . . . . . 18,480 

Other  . . . . . . . . . . 3,751 


22,231 


PLACES  OF  ENTERTAINMENT. 

These  are  periodically  visited  to  ensure  reasonable  cleanliness 
and  the  proper  maintenance  of  sanitary  conveniences. 

During  the  year  Food  Premises  have  been  kept  under  super- 
vision by  your  Inspectors  and  in  consequence  the  undermentioned 
quantities  of  foodstuffs  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  con- 


sumption.  In  all  instances  the  food  was  surrendered  to  the 
Inspectors  and  it  was  removed  from  the  premises  and  destroyed  : 


Tins,  etc. 

Apricots  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Beans  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Beef  Loaf  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Brawn  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Corned  Beef  . . . . . . . . 1 

Crawfish  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Evaporated  Milk  . . . . . . 21 

Herrings  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Jam  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Luncheon  Meat  . . . . . . . . 14 

Marmalade  . . . . . . . . 1 

Meat  Paste  . . . . . . . . 1 

Mussels  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Nestles  Milk  1 

Ox  Tongue  . . . . . . . . 1 

Plums  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Peaches  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Peas  . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Pilchards  . . . . . . . . . . 2 

Puddings  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Salmon  . . . . . . . . . . 7 

Sardines  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Snoek  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Soup  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Spaghetti  . . . . . . . . 1 

Syrup  . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Tomatoes  . . . . . . . . . . 58 

Tomato  Juice  ..  ..  ..  ..  11 

Veal  Loaf  . . . . . . . . 6 


Total  . . 221 

Packets. 

Apple  Mixture  . . . . . . • • 1 

Cake  Mixture  . . . . . . . • 5 

Cheeses  . . . . . . . . • • 1 1 

Custard  Powder  . . . . . . . • 1 

Dried  Milk  6 

Oats  . . ....  . . . . • • 1 

Pudding  Mixture  . . . . . . 1 

Shredded  Wheat  . . . . . . • • 2 


tH|<N 


16 


lbs. 

Butter  23 

Cheese  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Flour  . . . . . . . . . . 6 

Figs  . . . . . . . . . . 36 

Prunes  . . . . . . . . . . 25 

Sausages  . . . . . . . . 70f 

Semolina  . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Tea  . . . . . . . . . . \ 


Total  . . 1681 


Bottles. 

Bovril  2 

Coffee  1 

Pickled  Walnuts 1 

Plums  144 

Sauce  4 

Vinegar  1 


Total  153 


stones  Cod  Fish. 
1 pig  and  offal. 
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TABLE  1. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


Disease. 

Total 

Number 

Notified. 

Cases 
Admitted 
to  Hospital 

Total 

Deaths. 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

294 

199 

— 

Diphtheria 

4 

4 

— 

• Typhoid 

— 

— 

— 

Para-typhoid 

2 

2 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  . . . . \ 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . . . 1 

2 

2 

— 

Cerebro-  Spinal  Fever 

4 

4 

— 

Pneumonia 

158 

4 

2S 

Erysipelas 

32 

1 

— 

Polio-mvelitis 

12 

12 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

1 

1 

— 

Measles 

765 

3 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

107 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorium 

3 

— 

TABLE  2. 

TUBERCULOSIS  RETURN  FOR  1949. 


New  Cases. 

Dea 

ths. 

Age  Period. 

Pulmonary. 

N 

Pulm 

jn- 

onary. 

Pulmonary. 

N< 

Pulm 

Dn- 

snary. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Under  1 year  . . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

• 

— 

— 

1 and  over 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 and  over 

1 

4 

8 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 5 and  over 

4 

4 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

25  and  over 

5 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

— - 

35  and  over 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

45  and  over 

5 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 



55  and  over 

i 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

65  and  over 

i 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

20 

15 

12 

7 

8 

4 

— 

1 

Not  Primary. 

Not 

Notified 

Cases  included 

above 

— — 

' 

1 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

One  noteworthy  feature  is  that  no  deaths  were  attributed 
to  any  of  the  common  infectious  diseases,  including  poliomyelitis. 

SCARLET  FEVER. 

There  was  a rise  in  the  number  of  cases  notified,  namely  294 
compared  with  201  the  previous  year.  The  disease  was  generally 
very  mild  and  with  few  complications. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Four  cases  were  notified.  The  cases  also  were  not  severe. 
POLIOMYELITIS. 

Twelve  cases  were  notified  as  compared  with  six  in  1948.  In 
1948,  however,  of  the  six  cases  notified  two  died.  This  year  there 
were  no  deaths. 

MEASLES  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH. 

Showed  a slight  decline  of  65  and  145  respectively. 

Under  the  National  Health  Service  Scheme  it  has  proved 
more  difficult  for  the  Medical  Officer  to  keep  in  touch  with  the 
progress  of  epidemics  than  in  the  days  when  he  was  responsible 
for  finding  accommodation  for  such  cases. 

Doctors  now  ring  up  the  bed  bureau  or  hospital  direct  and 
in  some  instances  forget  to  notify  the  cases  immediately. 

Information  regarding  the  cases  was  at  one  time  difficult 
to  obtain  but  this  has  now  been  remedied  to  a large  extent  by 
direct  notification  from  the  hospital  after  admission  of  cases. 

DIPTHERIA  IMMUNISATIONS. 

Under 

1 year  12  3 4 5 — 9 

inc. 

Number  of  children 
who  completed  the 
full  course  of  im- 
munisation in  the 
Authority’s  area 

during  the  year  1949  42  507  253  70  45  294 

POOLSBROOK  TREATMENT  CENTRE. 

The  numbers  treated  at  the  centre  again  show  a decrease  ; 
128  compared  with  243  in  1948,  though  there  is  an  increase  in 
the  numbers  treated  for  head  infestation. 

The  Supervisor  of  the  centre  reports  on  head  infestation  as 
follows  : — 

“Now  that  the  public  has  had  ample  opportunity  to 
“use  such  preparations  as  D.D.T.  for  the  eradication  of 


10—14  Total 
inc. 


173  1.384 
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“head  vermin  its  efficacy,  from  a public  health  standpoint, 
“may  be  now  more  readily  assessed.  Although  we  arc 
“not  seeing  the  high  number  of  cases  of  verminous  heads 
“as  hitherto  1 am  struck  by  the  reduced  louse  infestation, 
“generally,  when  nits  are  found.  Quite  often  a child  may 
“have  a good  nit  infestation,  but  few  lice.  This  is  against 
“previous  experience  as  it  has  been  shown  there  is  a definite 
“and  positive  relationship  between  the  heaviness  of  the  nit 
“infestation  and  the  numbers  of  lice  found. 

“It  does  seem  to  me  that  D.D.T.  is  extensively  and 
“wastefully  used  to  destroy  the  vermin,  as  often  I am 
“told  of  mothers  using  some  preparation  one  or  more  times 
“weekly.  Most  of  these  cases  have  no  steel  tooth  comb. 
“Thus  we  have  the  spectacle  of  old  nits  being  prevalent, 
“some  laid  many  months  ago,  yet  a small  louse  population. 
“Too  many  mothers  struggle  unnecessarily  with  either  a 
“bone  comb  or  a much  worn-out  steel  comb.’’ 


TABLE  3. 

TREATMENT  CENTRE,  POOLSBROOK. 


Number  of  cases,  198. 


Adults 

5-15 

Under  5 

Total 

SCABIES. 

Bolsover  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough 

14 

8 

6 

28 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

31 

10 

4 

45 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C.  . . 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

22 

18 

6 

46 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

3 

3 

0 

6 

70 

42 

16 

128 

HEAD  LICE. 
Bolsover  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chesterfield  Borough 

0 

5 (3) 

0 

5 (3) 

Chesterfield  R.D.C. 

0 

10  (10) 

1 (1) 

11  (11) 

Clay  Cross  U.D.C.  . . 

1 (1) 

0 

0 

1 (1) 

Clowne  R.D.C. 

0 

1 0) 

1 (1) 

2 (2) 

Dronfield  U.D.C. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Staveley  U.D.C. 

0 

22  (15) 

1 (1) 

23  (16) 

1 (1) 

38  (29) 

3 (3) 

42  (33) 
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SCABIES  WITH  VERMINOUS  HEADS. 


Bolsover  U.D.C.  . . 0 

Chesterfield  Borough  2 (2) 

Chesterfield  R.D.C.  1 (1) 
Clay  Cross  U.D.C.  . . 0 

Clowne  R.D.C.  . . 0 

Dronficld  U.D.C.  . . 0 

Staveley  U.D.C.  . . 0 


0 

0 

0 

2 

(2) 

0 

4 

(4) 

2 

(2) 

1 (1) 

4 

(4) 

0 

0 

0 

3 

(3) 

0 

3 

(3) 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 (3)  7 (7)  1 (1)  11(11) 


Diagnosis  not  confirmed  13 

Miscellaneous  . . . . 9 

Pediculosis  Corporis  . . 3 (Chesterfield  R.D.C.  Adults). 

Pediculosis  Pubis  . . 3 (Staveley  U.D.C.  Adults). 
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Note. — The  numbers  in  brackets  refer  to  those  on  whom  live  lice 
were  found. 


TABLE  4. 


TABLE 

SHOWING  BIRTH 

, DEATH  RATES 

AND  INFANT 

MORTALITY  FOR 

Birth  Rate 

THE  LAST  TEN  YEARS. 

Infant  Death 
per  Death  Rate  Rate  per  1 ,000 

Year 

1 ,000  Living,  per  1 ,000  Living 

Live  Births. 

1949 

17.65 

10.0 

42.07 

1948 

19.2 

9.81 

37.11 

1947 

20.91 

10.39 

48.27 

1946 

20.44 

10.28 

41.80 

1945 

18.83 

10.41 

42.98 

1944 

22.26 

9.09 

36.25 

1943 

20.14 

11.14 

42.9 

1942 

18.97 

9.65 

30.9 

1941 

18.58 

10.96 

46.0 

1940 

16.85 

11.63 

46.97 

1939 

19.11 

10.76 

47.2 

BIRTH  RATES,  CIVILIAN  DEATH  RATES,  ANALYSIS  OF 
MORTALITY,  MATERNAL  MORTALITY  AND  CASE  RATES  FOR 
CERTAIN  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  IN  THE  YEAR  1949. 
PROVISIONAL  FIGURES  BASED  ON  QUARTERLYRE  TURNS. 


England 

and 

Wales 

126  County 
Boro’s  and 
Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

14S  Smaller 
Towns 
(Resident 
Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
1931  Census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Chester- 

field 

R.D.C. 

Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population 

Births — 

Live 

16.7  (a) 

18.7 

1S.0 

18.5 

17.65 

Still  

0.39  (a) 

0.47 

0.40 

0.37 

0.32 

Deaths— 

All  Causes  . . 

11.7  (a) 

12.5 

11.6 

12.2 

10.0 

Typhoid  and 

Paratyphoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Diphtheria 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.52 

0.17 

Influenza  . . 

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.11 

0.06 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and 

Polioencephalitis 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

Pnuemonia.. 

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.59 

0.37 

Notifications  (corrected) — 

Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.02 

0.05 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

1.46 

3.90 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

2.39 

2.44 

2.39 

1.70 

1.42 

Diphtheria  . . 

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.07 

0.05 

Erysipelas  . . 

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.17 

0.42 

Smallpox  . . 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles 

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

8.54 

10.15 

Pneumonia 

0.80 

0.91 

0.65 

0.55 

2.09 

AcutePoliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.18 

0.15 

Acute  Polioencephalitis  . . 

0.01 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.01 

Food  Poisoning 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.19 

0.01 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1 year  of 

30 

29 

42 

age  

3 2(b) 

37 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

1.7 

2.2 

under  2 yrs.  of  age  . . 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  (Live  and  Still)  Births. 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia 

6.31  ! 

8.14 

5.30 

1 

l 

l 

1 

6.82  ; 

1 

1.47 

TABLE  5 — Continued. 


Maternal  Mortality  in  England  and  Wales. 


International  No.  and  cause. 

Rates  per  1 ,000  Total 

Rates  per  million 

(Live  and  Still)  Births. 

women  aged  15-44 

140  Abortion  with  sepsis 

0.11 

8 

141  Abortion  without  sepsis 

0.05 

4 

147  Puerperal  infections 

0.11 

142-146,  148-150  Other 

maternal  causes  . . 

0.71 

(a)  Rates  per  1,000  total  population,  (b)  Per  1,000  related  live  births. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  SECTION  47. 


The  following  cases  have  been  investigated  with  a view  to 
action  under  the  above  act. 

G. T.  female,  aged  ? 50. 

House  in  a very  bad  condition.  Had  all  conceivable  objects 
stored  in  living  room,  kitchen  and  bedroom,  such  as  broken  prams, 
bicycle  wheels,  leaking  buckets,  etc. 

This  case  was  seen  by  a mental  specialist  and  removed  to  an 
appropriate  institution.  No  action  taken  under  Sec.  47. 

J.K.  male,  aged  76. 

Lived  alone  in  four  roomed  house,  occupying  only  the  living 
room,  where  he  slept  on  couch  drawn  up  close  to  the  fire.  Danger 
of  burning  himself  very  evident.  Rooms  and  man  were  in  filthy 
condition.  Application  for  removal  order  made  by  the  Council. 
Case  heard  at  court  and  postponed  for  seven  days  so  that  J.K.  could 
be  legally  represented.  At  the  adjourned  hearing  it  was  stated 
that  arrangements  had  been  made  for  a young  couple  to  take  ud 
residence  and  give  J.K.  care  and  attention.  His  personal  appear- 
ance at  this  hearing  very  much  improved  and  offer  was  accepted 
and  case  withdrawn.  Improvement  maintained. 

F.H.  female,  aged  76. 

Living  with  son  and  family  in  four  roomed  house,  bad  over- 
crowding. Had  such  filthy  habits  that  the  elder  grandchildren 
threatened  to  leave  home.  Was  mentally  confused,  had  oedema 
and  ulceration  of  legs  and  refused  treatment.  Order  applied  for 
and  granted.  Removed  to  chronic  sick  ward  of  hospital.  Appli- 
cation for  renewal  after  three  months  granted.  F.H.  died  of  heart 
failure  four  months  after  admission. 

H. L.  female,  Post  encephalitis  case. 

Reported  in  Annual  Report  of  1948.  Renewals  of  detention 
order  applied  for  and  granted  at  three  monthly  intervals.  In  Part 
III  accommodation. 

Three  other  cases  have  been  investigated  and  reported  to  the 
Council  but  no  action  taken. 
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TABLE  6. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


No.  on 
Register. 

Inspections 

made. 

Notices 

Served. 

Nuisances 
abated 
with  or 
without 
notice. 

Dairies,  Cowsheds  and 
Milkshops  . . 

654 

181 

21 

Bakehouses 

58 

12 

— 

3 

* Slaughter-houses 

41 

49 

— 

1 

Offensive  Trades 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

1 

2 

TOTAL 

735 

245 

— 

25 

* Includes  2 knackers’  premises. 
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TABLE  7. 

SANITARY  ADMINISTRATION. 


SUMMARY  OF  WORK  OF  THE  SANITARY  DEPARTMENT. 


No.  of 
inspections 
made  by 
Sanitary 
Inspector. 

No.  of  Nuisances 
in  respect  of  which 
Notices  were  Served. 

No.  of 
Nuisances 
abated 
with  or 
without 
notice 

Informal. 

Legal. 

Closets  and  Ashpits 

Defective  Privies,  Pail 
Closets  and  Ashpits 
(not  for  conversion) 

121 

34 

7 

34 

Conversion  of  Privies 
into  W.C.’s  ...  . . 

7216 

2 

277 

491 

Conversion  of  Pail  Closets 
into  W.C.’s 

20 

1 

Conversion  of  Privies  into 
Pail  Closets 

Defective  Water  Closets 

162 

55 

9 

40 

Provision  of  additional 
W.C.’s  

8 

1 

Provision  of  Portable 
Ashbins 

1152 

1152 

1152 

Dirty  Closets 

6 

— 

— 

1 

Drainage — 

No  disconnection  of  waste 
Pipe 

4 

Defective  waste  pipe. 
Traps,  Inlets  & Drains 

362 

47 

6 

121 

Drains  obstructed 

219 

20 

2 

91 

Other  Defects — 

Paving  of  Courts  and 
Yards  

95 

57 

3 

31 

Roofs,  Eaves-Spouts  and 
Downspouts 

467 

238 

53 

137 

Sinks 

84 

43 

9 

29 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Windows  . . 

189 

88 

23 

58 

Dampness 

108 

53 

1 1 

38 

Water  in  Cellars 

48 

2 

— 

7 

Water  Supply  

124 

9 

7 

16 

Overcrowding 

15 

— 

— 

— 

Foul  Condition  of  Houses 

140 

2 

— 

124 

Offensive  Accumulations 

27 

2 

— 

10 

Animals  improperly  kept 

31 

— 

— 

5 

Pigsties 

80 

— 

— 

3 

Smoke  Nuisances 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Urinals 

2 

— 

— 

1 

Nuisances  not  specified 
above 

1799 

533 

149 

424 

TOTAL 

12,499 

2,337 

*556 

2,816 

No  of  visits  to  infectious  Disease  cases — 367. 

*Note  : The  actual  number  of  separate  notices  served  was — 380. 
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TABLE  8. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1937. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

Inspec- 

tions. 

Written 

Notices. 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities 

26 

1 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1)  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

24 

7 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out- 
workers’ premises) 

• — 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

50 

S 

— 
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RAT  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 


Infestation  Order  S.R.  & 0.  No.  680, 1943. 


Several  complaints  have  been  made  by  the  public  during 
the  year  and  these  necessitated  139  visits  by  your  Inspectors  to 
secure  the  satisfactory  elimination  of  the  infestations. 

The  number  of  complaints  which  have  been  received  relat  ng 
to  infestations  in  newly  erected  Council  houses  is  rather  remarkable. 
It  appears  that  where  extensive  building  operations  occur  on 
agricultural  lands,  these  disturb  previously  unnoticed  infestations 
of  rats  and  mice  which,  in  many  cases,  gain  access  to  the  houses 
during  erection. 

Apart  from  the  receipt  of  complaints,  action  is  taken  in  all 
cases  where  infestations  are  discovered  during  the  performance 
of  other  duties. 

All  the  Council’s  sewage  works  and  the  Council’s  refuse  tips 
are  kept  under  observation  for  infestations  and  the  action  taken 
has  resulted  in  an  estimated  kill  of  1995  rats. 

A rat  catcher  is  employed  who  operates  in  accordance  with 
the  Ministry  of  Food  technique. 


Wilfred  Edmunds,  Ltd., 
Printers, 
Chesterfield. 


